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Introduction

Faith Lutheran Church of Upper St. Clair is a congregation within the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).  The church council here at Faith has formed a Task Force to address the ELCA's August 19, 2009 Social Statement titled "Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust," and four resulting resolutions passed by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly.  
History

On August 19, 2009 the ELCA Churchwide Assembly amended the social statement, “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” by a two thirds vote.  The final ratification of this statement was formally adopted by the ELCA on April 10, of this year.  The document is a total of 19 pages and can be read in it’s entirety at:  www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/ELCA-Governance/Churchwide-Assembly.aspx.
In summary, the following items that are a change to traditional Lutheran teachings were included in the social statement:

· Passed a resolution urging all members to bear the burdens of one another, especially those with consciences bound by a different understanding regarding human sexuality.
· Passed a resolution permitting congregations that choose to do so to recognize publicly accountable, life-long, monogamous, same-gendered relationships.

· Passed a resolution confirming that the church is now prepared to find a way to roster otherwise qualified candidates for ministry who are in publicly accountable, life-long, monogamous, same-gendered relationships.

· Passed a resolution directing the Churchwide organization to propose changes to the governing documents and policies of the Church to permit the rostering of such candidates.

Congregations are not required to take a “vote” or any action on the issue.  Also, a church is not required to call or interview homosexual clergy and they may clearly note that they are not interested in that choice during a call process.  

Social statements are teaching documents and are offered to give assistance, guidance, resources, and direction to the teaching of the Church; however they do not set mandatory requirements.  To clarify that point, a provision has been made in the social statement to address the concerns of members that do not agree with the aforementioned resolutions as follows:
Resolution 4: "Resolved that the ELCA make provision in its policies to recognize the conviction of members who believe this church should not call or roster people in publicly accountable, life-long, monogamous, same- gendered relationships."

Historically, this topic has been under discussion and review within the ELCA since 1993 when a social statement on human sexuality was first proposed.  The Conference of Bishops issued a statement saying that there is no basis for homosexual unions in Scripture or in the Christian tradition.  In 1995 the Churchwide Assembly voted to end the process of developing a statement on human sexuality.  In 1999 the Churchwide Assembly voted not to pass a resolution to lift the ban on sexually active gay and lesbian clergy.  In 2001 resolutions were again proposed to lift the ban on sexually active gay and lesbian clergy but prior to a vote a motion was proposed and adopted calling for a study leading to a vote on these issues for the 2005 Assembly.  The Churchwide Assembly voted against allowing the ordination of sexually active gay and lesbian clergy in 2005 and again 2007.  In 2009 the Churchwide Assembly passes the “Human Sexuality” statement allowing ordination for homosexual clergy in “committed, life-long, publicly accountable and monogamous” relationships. 

ELCA Resolutions1 Passed August 19, 2009
The four resolutions state as follows:
Action 05.23 
"Resolved, that in the implementation of any resolutions on ministry policies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one another's burdens, love the neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all."  
                {Vote:  Yes-771; No-230}
[We recognize that deeply held values and commitments are involved when this topic is discussed.  We pledge to each other that we will start each discussion from a place of respect for those deeply held convictions, beliefs, values and morals.2]
Action 05.24
"Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships."   {Vote:  Yes-619; No-402}
[Words like ‘gay,’ ‘lesbian,’ or ‘homosexual,’ can call forth a wide range of images from our culture and can describe a wide range of behaviors.  Not all of those images or behaviors should be welcomed into the church.  The intent of #2 and #3 is that only publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships be considered.  Note, no action taken at the Assembly directing the ELCA to develop a service of blessing of same-sex unions. 2]
Action 05.26 
"Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this church."

   {Vote:  Yes-559; No-451}
[The phrase “rostered leaders” refers to Ordained Ministers (pastors), Associates in Ministry, Diaconal Ministers, and Deaconesses. 2]
Action 05.27 
This resolution, which contains multiple subparts, called upon members to respect the bound consciences of those with whom they disagree; declared intent to allow structured flexibility in decision-making about candidacy and the call process; eliminated the prohibition of rostered service by members in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous same-gender relationships; recognized and committed to respect the conviction of members who believe that the ELCA should not call or roster people in committed same-gender relationships; called for development of accountability guidelines; directed that amendments to ministry policy documents be drafted and approved; and stated that this church continue to trust congregations, bishops, synods and others responsible for determining who should be called into public ministry.





                {Vote:  Yes-667; No-307}
[The fourth vote was more complex than the first three.  Among its many provisions, #4 gives congregations flexibility - to extend or not extend a call to a pastor (or another rostered person) who is in a publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationship.  It does not force congregations to call pastors who are in same-gender relationships.  It does not require congregations to marry same-gender couples. 2]

1 Resolutions were extracted from the ELCA website: http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/JTF-Human-Sexuality/Message-to-Rostered-Leaders.aspx
2 Commentary on each resolution authored by:  Pastor John W. Soyster, Mount Cross Lutheran Church, ELCA.  http://www.mountcross.com/ministrypolicies.htm 


Potential Impacts of the New Resolutions 
The Task Force recognizes that this subject has the potential to cause division, and is a subject on which people may tend to have strong religious beliefs.  We hope to avoid division within our church if possible, and to that end the Task Force has worked together cooperatively to bring unbiased information to the congregational members, and to seek your input.  The purpose of this memo and the attached anonymous questionnaire is to provide information on an objective basis, and to seek input from interested members of the congregation.  

We want to reinforce the following points:

· The Task Force does not intend to influence your beliefs, religious or otherwise, or your thoughts on what, if anything, Faith Lutheran Church or its members should do.  While the members of the Task Force may have differing personal views on this subject, we are united in the effort to bring objective information to the congregation through this memo.

· The Task Force has asked Pastor Ron to remain as neutral as he reasonably can on this subject, in the interest of avoiding division within the church, although congregational members should certainly feel free to seek Pastor Ron's spiritual support and advice on a more personal level if they so choose.

· The questionnaire attached to this memo is intended to help the Task Force get a sense of the congregation's general thoughts on this subject, on an anonymous basis.  The questionnaire is not a "vote" or other formal indication of approval or disapproval, but rather a tool to gauge the overall attitude of our church towards the new ELCA resolutions.
The Church Council with support from the Task Force will reflect on what future actions, if any, might make sense in light of the questionnaire responses.  To that end, we will much appreciate one questionnaire response per confirmed member of the church age 16 and older (under 18 only with the permission of their parent or legal guardian).
Potential Options Available to ELCA Congregations
As has been noted previously in this document, churches are not required to take any action or any type of vote in response to the new resolutions as they relate to the new ELCA teaching guidelines “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust”.  However, it is important to explore what options are available to the congregation should the congregation make a decision to address the new resolutions.  

There are a variety of options available in reaction to the resolutions as outlined below.  These options directly relate to the sixth question on the attached anonymous survey. 
1. The first option is to fully accept the resolutions and the teaching guidelines.  This means agreeing with the new guidelines and embracing changes, the full extent of which are unknown at this time, that they may bring to the church.  Some of those changes may include calling a pastor that is in a publicly accountable, life-long, monogamous, same-gendered relationship.  Though such documents don’t exist at this time, it could also at some point include Sunday school material that includes teachings on the ELCA’s position.  
2. The second option involves maintaining affiliation with the ELCA and our existing practices regarding benevolence and participation in the synod.  However it also exercises the option available under the resolutions to not change our position on calling clergy in same gender relationships or changing our teachings to match those of the new ELCA resolutions. In essence this option accepts that members of the congregation may have differing views on the new resolutions and that we accept everyone’s right to those different views but the overall goal of the congregation is to maintain the positive growth and attitude that has been such an important part of Faith Lutheran.  In summary, this option maintains the current “status quo” of how things are in the church now. 
3. The third option maintains affiliation with the ELCA without adopting the new resolutions while the church explores and evaluates ways to protest the new resolutions and future potential options.  The exploration of new options could include evaluating the benevolence that Faith currently sends to the ELCA.  As part of this evaluation it is important to note that of the overall donations to Faith Lutheran (6%) is sent as benevolence to the ELCA and ELCA World Hunger.  The balance of funding is used to support the other ministries of the church.  Another area to be explored within this option is a better understanding of other denominations within the Lutheran faith.  This includes recognized denominations such as the Missouri Synod and LCMC, as well as newly developing groups that haven’t applied for status as a denomination yet such as Lutheran Core and ELCM (Evangelical Lutheran Conference & Ministerium) and the North American Lutheran Church. Another area within this option is to determine if there are other ways to dispute the decision by the ELCA to adopt the new teaching guidelines which could include protests to attempt to repeal the decision.  Under this option it is important to recognize that with additional exploration and evaluation the decision of the church may ultimately be to secede from the ELCA.
4. The fourth option is to reject the passage of the resolutions and the new teaching guidelines and secede from the ELCA.  Under this option there is total disagreement with the ELCA on the current position and the desire to break all ties with the ELCA.   Before making any final decisions under this option, a panel would need to evaluate potential repercussions, the full extent of which is unknown at this time.   This would include researching the rights of the congregation to maintain ownership of church property; confirming sufficient remaining membership to continue meeting mortgage payments; exploring implications of the ELCA’s statement that ELCA clergy are not permitted to minister at non-ELCA churches; and determining what organization(s) the church would choose to become affiliated with.  Discussion(s) with churches that have successfully seceded from the ELCA would also likely occur.  
In summary, a broad range of options are available within the guidelines that the ELCA has determined.  Because the passage of the resolutions are defined as a social statement, they are “teaching documents” and do not set mandatory requirements. This offers each congregation considerable latitude to determine their own course for the future.  The goal of this section is to provide a broader understanding of the options and what is to be considered with each option.  This section is also meant to be used as a reference when responding to question number six of the attached anonymous survey. 
What Other ELCA Congregations Are Doing

Since the decision and release of the social statement by ELCA last August, churches around the country have had varying responses.  Some supportive congregations have openly approved of the action. 1  Others, in opposition, have voiced disapproval of the decision by attempting to reduce or withhold their ELCA financial support.2  

Other dissenting congregations have even voted to leave the ELCA.  According to an ELCA news release on February 18, 2010, “there are 10,239 congregations in the ELCA. As of February 4, the ELCA Office of the Secretary reported that 220 congregations had taken initial votes to terminate their relationship with the ELCA. Sixty-four of those congregations failed to achieve the required two-thirds vote to continue in the process.  Through February 4, 28 congregations had taken a second vote. The Office of the Secretary confirmed that seven congregations have officially left the ELCA.”3  

Similarly, many groups, like East Lake Andes Lutheran Church in South Dakota, have opted to join the smaller and more traditional Lutheran Church bodies.4  For example, the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) has added 159 new congregations to its membership since the ELCA resolution was passed last August and only added 26 in the six months prior.5   
Still, many other ELCA churches have either done nothing, don’t know how to react, or are still going through the process of determining the impact of the decision on their congregation. 

1 Faithfulness Gathering Website, “Congregational actions around the ELCA”, http://faithfulnessgathering.org/CongregationalActions/LocalActions/tabid/59918/Default.aspx
2 ELCA News Service, “Some ELCA Congregations Vote to Leave or Redirect Funds, Find It's Not Easy”, October 29, 2009

3 ELCA News Service, “ELCA Churchwide Organization Responds to Lutheran CORE Announcement”, February 18, 2010
4 Dennis May.  Over 40 New Churches Join ELCA in 2010, Ecumenical Press Reporter, April 02, 2010, http://www.ecumenicalpress.com/article/20100402/over-40-new-churches-join-elca-in-2010/index.html
5 LCMC, Directories: Member Congregations [12 month history], accessed on April 20, 2010, http://www.lcmc.net/memberdirectory.html

Links to Various Lutheran Churches/Denominations and Networks
	 ELCA-- 
http://www.elca.org/
	 Lutheran Core-- 
http://www.lutherancore.org/

	 Mount Cross Lutheran Church-- 
http://www.mountcross.com
	 LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) -- 
www.lcmc.net

	 Faithfulness Gathering-- 
http://faithfulnessgathering.org/
	 WordAlone Ministries-- 
http://www.wordalone.org/


Request to Faith Lutheran Members

Thank you for taking the time to review this document.  We hope that you have found it to be informative.  Attached you will find a six question survey.  Please take a moment to fill out the survey and either mail it back to Faith Lutheran anonymously (without a return address) or you may also place it in the collection plate at church or in Pastor’s mailbox in the counting room.  Our goal is to have one response from every Faith member age 16 or older (under 18 with permission from their parent or legal guardian), so please take a moment to fill out the attached questionnaire and submit it no later than June 30th, 2010. 
This document and the following appendices can be found at the Faith Lutheran website:  www.uscfaith.com/ELCA_news.html.  There you are able to click on the hyperlinks to further your study.
Peace and all good!
Appendix 1 – Excepts from Various Views followed by Theological Resources
In the September 2003 document Journey Together Faithfully, (Part 1 & Part2), a portion of the introduction states:   That the study of Scripture is essential for the church’s current discussion of human sexuality is an understatement, but it bears repeating. Lutheran Christians, like others, look to the Scriptures for guidance in matters facing the church and the larger world. Moreover, the fact that there are passages within the Scriptures that deal with same-gender sexual relationships makes it necessary….the entire biblical witness has to be borne in mind, for no one passage or cluster of passages should be studied in isolation. Instead of citing particular verses, we think about the purpose of Christianity:  to love one another rather than judge & to work together to promote understanding and compassion.  
In the August 19, 2009 Introduction to Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust, scripture is referred to in this way: “Invited to answer the question, "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" Jesus answered, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets" (Matthew 22:36–40). Christians respond to these commands in the confident hope that by God's grace alone we are set free to worship God and love our neighbor.  This social statement addresses the question: how do we understand human sexuality within the context of Jesus' invitation to love God and love our neighbor (Romans 13:9–10; Galatians 5:14)?

In opposition, theologian Carl E. Braaten wrote a critique on the document “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” and “Report and Recommendation on Ministry Policies”.  In his critique he includes the following assertions: “1) it confused law and gospel; 2) it reversed the order of creation and redemption; 3) it wrongly represented Lutheran ethics of sex as deriving from Christology and the doctrine of justification; 4) it was antinomian; 5) it did not deal with the Law of God and the Ten Commandments; 6) it did not exegete the biblical passages that deal with sexuality, and in particular homosexuality; 7) it avoided the use of the proper name of the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 8 ) it drew only upon Lutheran sources, displaying a sectarian attitude that ignores the teachings of the Great Tradition; 9) it disregarded the Lutheran view of homosexual acts as sinful.”
The following is a list of scripture references applicable to this topic for your convenience.  Scripture is a vital part of our Christian faith and often is open to personal interpretation.  Though this list may not include all applicable scripture it provides some guidance for personal exploration of scripture as it pertains to the issue of human sexuality.
	Genesis 2:15-25
	2 Kings 23:7

	Genesis 19:1-13
	Matthew 10:14-15 

	Leviticus 18:19
	Mark 10:1-12; 12:18-27

	Leviticus 18:22      
	Luke 10:10-12

	Leviticus 20:13  
	Romans 1:26-27, 32   

	Deuteronomy 2:13-21; 22:22; 23:17-18; 25:11-12
	1 Corinthians 6:9-11

	Judges 19:22-24
	1 Timothy 1:8-10; 1:9-11

	2 Samuel 1:26
	1 John 1:5; 2:1; 2:22; 2:25; 3:1; 4:2;  4:7-12; 4:15; 4:16

	1 Kings 14:24; 15:12; 22:46 
	Jude 6-7


Appendix 2 – Human Sexuality Debate

As a result of the ELCA resolutions that recently passed, Faith Lutheran Church (FLC) established a task force to prepare this educational document.  In addition to the information contained within this document, the Task Force is including below numerous resources to further your study on this issue.  You will see that a full spectrum of opinions on the topic have been included to provide you with an opportunity to examine all sides.  
Please visit the Faith Lutheran Church website (http://www.uscfaith.com/) and click on the ELCA News link found near the top-right of the page.  From there you will find hyperlinks for all of the organizations and articles listed below.

	Americans for Truth about Homosexuality - Pro-Homosexuality: ELCA Is Not Lutheran, and Not Christian

	Bible.org Homosexuality: The Christian Perspective

	Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry - Christianity and Homosexuality

	ELCA - A Response to "The Core of Lutheran CORE" 

	ELCA - Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust Social Statements

	ELCA - The Core of Lutheran CORE: American Civil Religion and White Male Backlash 

	Inclusive Orthodoxy - The Bible & Homosexuality

	Lutheran Core News & Discussions on Why There Must Be New Beginnings

	Lutheran Core - The Bible and Sexual Boundaries

	Lutheran Core Why There Must Be New Beginnings

	Lutherans Concerned Vision, Mission, and Values

	Metropolitan Community Churches The Bible and Homosexuality

	Mount Cross - Commentary on ELCA Resolutions

	ReligionFacts.com - Homosexuality and Christianity

	Robert A. J. Gagnon - Why the Disagreement over the Biblical Witness on Homosexual Practice

	Robert A. J. Gagnon A Compilation of Articles on Homosexuality

	Soulforce.org - What the Bible Says - And Doesn't Say - About Homosexuality

	The Christian Post - Homosexuality

	The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America EXPOSED

	The Skeptics Annotated Bible - Homosexuality in the Bible

	Word Alone - An open letter to Bishop Mark Hanson

	World Alone - Homosexuality

	World Alone - Law and Sexual Behavior
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